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government. There was the South (then, even more than
now^a region thar was almost a nation). There was the
Middle West, still, like the South, a producer and exporter
of basic crops; there was the West, still mainly an exporter
of minerals and cattle and wheat. But the new industrial
revolution has made these simple lines of division no longer
unalterable frontiers. Every Srate, or almost every State, has
its important indnsrria: interests, and those interests may lie
as much in the export as in the import market. The agricul-
tural interest is now ( sonu hold J a burden en the total
American economy, l.ving off subsidies and tariffs without
which it would b^ doomed to a serious contraction. And
although hereditary voting, being a Democrat or a Republican
because your grandfather was, is still one of the niosr potent
forms of American ancestor worship, it is more and more
common to find voters usefully classified by age and economic
level, the ycung and the poor tending to be Xew Dealers
if not perfectly orthodox Democrats.
The politician is now assailed by half a dozen competing
interests within his own State or region, and his party affilia-
tibn, his own political philosophy, may give him no help in
making up his mind as to what is going ro be good for the
public and even for himself. Some of the lack of party
discipline that has been marked in Congress is due to this
genuine confusion of mind. Ic has mainly worked to weaken
the discipline of the Democratic Party, but a Republican
Administration might find itself in much the same position,
once the honeymoon period of party triumph was over. It is
passible that the two historical American parties are going
through a necessary period of disintegration and readjustment
It is an unfortunate coincidence that the whole world is going
through such an adjustment too, and cannot wait till the
American party structure has been reconstructed before it
undertakes to organize itself. Yet it may not be able to
organize itself in any satisfactory fashion if the American
internal conflict is not resolved some way, soon.
The separation of powers is laid down in the Constitution
and is emotionally anchored in American political habits* But
a development that is not constitutionally necessary and has no
particular claim on popular support, has made the separation
of powers also a separation of personnel The members of